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INVITATION 

 

Become a volunteer friend of the Moreletaspruit  

and join the  

Adopt Moreletaspruit Initiative 

Background 

Many stretches of the Moreletaspruit and its banks are in a good condition, providing valuable green 

areas for the people of the Tshwane Metropolitan Area.  The Spruit is of significant ecological 

importance, being a migration corridor for indigenous fauna living in the area, as well as immense 

recreational and aesthetic value, not only for the residents who live nearby, but also to the wider 

community.  

The Moreletaspruit and its tributaries originate in the flat ridges to the south and east of Pretoria, 

flowing through suburbs, past shopping precincts and the industrial areas of Silverton and Waltloo, 

through the suburb of Eersterust and the Derdepoort Reserve—where it joins the Hartbeespruit—

and finally winds through the smallholdings of Kameeldrift before entering Roodeplaat Dam. Here it 

joins the Pienaars River. 

 

                     A section of the Moreletaspruit in the south-east of the catchment  
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The Moreletaspruit catchment lies in the upper reaches of the Pienaars and Crocodile catchment, 

which is part of the newly established Limpopo/ Crocodile-West/ Marico Rivers Catchment 

Management Agency.  It therefore contributes to the water supply for many downstream 

communities, industries, mines and farms.   

 

A map of the greater Limpopo River Catchment showing the position of the Moreletaspruit 

The water in the Moreletaspruit comes from several sources in the southeast of Pretoria. The water 

coming from the Malmani Dolomite found there, is supplemented by many tributaries such as the 

Rademeyer, Philadelphia, Constantia, Waterkloof, Wolwe, Garsfontein and Riet spruits, and then 

joins the Hartbeesspruit—a major tributary which has its origin near the University of Pretoria. 

Above is a map which shows the long curving path a drop of water would follow from its origin until 

it flows into the sea near Xai-Xai in Mozambique. The shaded areas are towns and villages. The name 

of the river changes as follows during its course: 

0 → 23 km Moreleta; 23 → 31 km Hartbees; 31 → 137 km Pienaars; 137 → 168 km Moretele; 

168 → 215 km Pienaars; 215 → 393 km Crocodile (West); 393 → 1734 km Limpopo all the 

way to Xai-Xai in Mozambique. 

The Moreleta is thus part of a huge system, the Crocodile West Catchment, which is in turn part of 

the greater Limpopo Catchment.   
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The condition of the Moreletaspruit 

The Moreletaspruit’s location in a rapidly-developing area of the capital has exposed it to overuse 

and even abuse for many years, and it is far from being a natural river system. First farming, then 

population densification, commercial developments and industrialisation have taken their toll on the 

health of the river. Wetlands have disappeared under shops and car parks; floodplain intrusion has 

occurred, and some people regard the river area as a convenient site for dumping building rubble 

and litter.  Alien vegetation has invaded sections along the river, while sewage leaks and unlawfully 

discharged industrial effluent affect the water quality.     

 

 

            

Plastic and other rubbish in the Spruit   Mattresses drifting down the Spruit  

 

 

 

          

Untreated sewage flowing into the Spruit              Eroded topsoil in the Spruit  
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Erosion cutting away the banks of the Moreleta 

What can be done? 

While restoration of the Moreletaspruit to a “natural” state is hardly attainable, given that most of 

the catchment is under urban development, careful management is turning the river and the area 

alongside it into a valuable asset. The City of Tshwane takes its management responsibilities 

seriously, supported by concerned citizens and interest groups along the Moreletaspruit who are 

aware of the complexity and extent of the task and are already doing valuable voluntary work in 

support of the municipality, the Department of Water Affairs, and the Catchment Management 

Agency.  For several years now, volunteer interest groups, all affiliated to WESSA (Wildlife and 

Environmental Society of Southern Africa), have organised themselves as Friends of the Moreleta 

under the auspices of the Environmental Section of the City of Tshwane municipality.  

What does the Adopt Moreletaspruit initiative entail? 

An Adopt-a-River Programme was officially launched by the Department of Water Affairs in 2010.  

This is not a new concept and is used successfully in many countries in the world such as Australia 

and the USA.   

The main aims of the Programme are to: 

 Encourage, and provide a platform, for all users of water, to become involved in the 

protection and restoration of South Africa’s scarce water resources,  

 Promote a volunteerism ethic in South Africa in caring for our natural resources, 

 Educate and train the public in the concepts of integrated catchment management including 

aspects of water such as conservation and use, diseases, treatment, supply and 

management. 

At the end of 2012, the Friends of the Moreletaspruit joined the official Adopt-a-River Programme 

under the Adopt Moreletaspruit initiative.  This provided an ideal opportunity for the public to join 

forces with the Department of Water Affairs and the City of Tshwane Municipality to work together 

towards a common goal. 
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Goal of the Adopt Moreletaspruit initiative 

 
To restore and protect the Moreletaspruit in a state that is an asset to the City of Tshwane and 
all its citizens by: 

 Creating a green zone through the eastern suburbs of Tshwane   

 Serving as a wildlife refuge for fauna and flora in the area as well as to conserve 
genetic diversity and prevent loss of species 

 Identifying and preserving red data species  

 Introducing endemic fauna and flora both in terms of visibility and viable populations  

 Serving as a pleasant recreational zone where residents can enjoy activities such 
birding, hiking and cycling  once more  

 Supplying and maintaining the facilities and opportunities for environmental 
education, research and monitoring 

 
 

 

An Adopt Moreletaspruit Facilitation Team was constituted in 2012 to coordinate the voluntary 

activities of the Friends of the Moreletaspruit, including: 

 River clean-ups, 

 Eradication of alien vegetation,  

 Planting of indigenous trees,  

 Documenting birdlife and occurrence of other fauna and flora along the river, 

 Education and training events in aspects such as bio-monitoring, identification of plants, 

insects, birds and other wildlife along the Moreletaspruit 

 

                    

Learners of Eersterust Secondary School carrying out a biomonitoring exercise in the Rietspruit 
tributary of the Moreleta 
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Identifying invertebrates in the Moreleta 

How can you, your organisation or company become involved?  

The Adopt Moreletaspruit initiative provides an ideal opportunity for everyone concerned about the 

natural environment in the Moreletaspruit Catchment (the map below shows the catchment and 

several landmarks) to become involved in looking after our valuable Spruit. Seventeen Friends 

Groups along the Moreleta and its tributaries are doing valuable voluntary work to restore and 

preserve the Spruit. Most of the groups are also part of the Adopt Moreletaspruit Initiative and have 

representatives at the regular Adopt Moreletaspruit Facilitation Team meetings. The Facilitation 

Team plans proposed initiatives and discusses common problems, wishes and dreams related to 

transforming the Moreleta and its tributaries into a special nature area.  

Apart from the Friends Groups, industries have also become involved. For example, Ford Motor 

Company Southern Africa sponsored employees from their facility in the Silverton Industrial 

Complex, who volunteered to clean up a section of the Moreletaspruit south of the N4 highway as 

part of the company’s social and environmental responsibility in September 2012.     

 

              
 

Mr Gary Redmond and colleagues from Ford cleaning up the Moreletaspruit south of the N4 
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Invitation 

 
You or your school or company are invited to become part of this exciting initiative. Becoming a 
“Volunteer Patron/ Friend/ Donor” and joining the “Adopt Moreletaspruit initiative” can be 
rewarding in many ways. 
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The adopt Moreletaspruit initiative  

 
Provides an opportunity to: 
 

 Be part of a structured and sustainable Adopt-a-River Programme with institutional and 
government support by the Department of Water Affairs, the City of Tshwane 
Municipality and the newly constituted Limpopo/ Crocodile-West/ Marico Rivers 
Catchment Management Agency 

 Become involved in the protection of South Africa’s scarce water  resources as volunteer 
partners of the Department of Water Affairs, the City of Tshwane and the Catchment 
Management Agency 

 Learn the concepts of integrated catchment management and how land use and other 
activities impact of the quality and quantity of our river systems 

 Take part in establishing a volunteer ethic in South Africa in caring for our vulnerable and 
very important water resources –we should remember that we all live downstream  

 Become aware of the interesting plants and animals that live along the Moreletaspruit 

 Become the eyes and ears of the relevant authorities that are responsible for the 
management of the Moreletaspruit, as it is impossible for them to be aware of 
everything that happens in the Spruit at all times 

 Help restore the Moreletaspruit to the best possible state by assisting with solutions to 
solve problems 

 Participate in special events such as clean-ups, for example during Water Week, 
Mandela Day, International Environmental Day and Global Week of  Caring, so that our 
spruit can become a nature area for all the citizens of the City of Tshwane  

 Receive the regular “Adopt Moreletaspruit” newsletter  

 Join in fun activities organised by existing Friends Groups along the Spruit such as bird 
watching, identification of indigenous and red data species, lectures on water related 
topics and hikes.   

 
 

 
 

If you need any further information on the above initiative, how to become involved or 
identification of projects that need attention in the Moreletaspruit, please do not hesitate to 
contact: 

 
Dr Anneli Kuhn:  Chair, Adopt Moreletaspruit Facilitation Team   
Tel No:  012 472 0069 or 083 750 2873;   Email:  anneli.kuhn@gmail.com 
or 
Ms Adelene Marais: Functional Head, Nature Conservation, City of Tshwane Municipality 
Tel No: 012 358 0598 or 086 587 8958;   Email: adelenem@tswane.gov.za 
or 
Ms Thabilsile Rakgotho: Department of Water Affairs: Gauteng Region 
Tel No: 012 392 13    Email: rakgothot@dwa.gov.za 
or 
for details of the Adopt-a-River programme run by the Department of Water Affairs, please see 
http://www.dwa.gov.za/iwqs/rhp/adoptariv.asp 
 
 

mailto:anneli.kuhn@gmail.com
mailto:adelenem@tswane.gov.za
mailto:rakgothot@dwa.gov.za
http://www.dwa.gov.za/iwqs/rhp/adoptariv.asp

