
 

Main characteristics of an 
ecological garden 

• It is a living art form and reflects the four 
different seasons. 

• It is representative of the locally indigenous 
plants from the surrounding environment. 

• Habitats are created to improve the 
functionality of a garden through the 
provisioning of food, water and shelter for 
wildlife and birds. 

• Soils are well-maintained to avoid or 
minimize erosion and water-runoff. 

• Water is wisely used and managed. 

• Materials are re-used, for example rocks and 
organic matter. 

 
 

 
The following features are not 
associated with an ecological 

garden 

• A neat, clinical and manicured 
evergreen garden. 

• Lack of diversity especially through 
mass planting. 

• The irresponsible use of pesticides 
and herbicides. 

• The use of indigenous or exotic 
plants that is not adapted to local 
climatic conditions. 

 

 

   What and why? 
   Ecological gardens can also be referred to as indigenous 
or natural gardens. An ecological garden is described by 
Bruce Stead  as “an environmentally awareness with an 
understanding of the climate of different regions, 
geographical elements, soil types and conditions, animal life 
and their requirements, plant types, their regions, their 
hardiness and sun and shade suitability”. With people 
becoming more aware of the damage caused by man on the 
environment, a garden could become an opportunity in a 
modest way to contribute to overall biodiversity 
conservation. 
 
   This leads the way for ecological gardens to become a tool 
to support sustainable development through the integration 
of social, ecological and economic factors with urban 
development.  
 
   During the last few years it has become a trend to move 
away from sterile gardens, using large amounts of toxins, to 
functional gardens where different habitats are created to 
bring nature closer to development through the attraction of 
wildlife. 
 
 (Reference:  Bruce Stead, 2012. Creative indigenous garden design, Craft 
print, Singapore.) 
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