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Game in FGNR – Past and Present 
August 2014 

 
To understand the recent introduction of game into Faerie Glen Nature Reserve one needs 
start by looking back at the origins of the reserve. 
 
Faerie Glen Nature Reserve was originally part of the farm Hartbeespoort which was 
transferred from the government to JP Badenhorst in 1860. The Struben family bought, 
divided, consolidated and sold various portions of the farm Hartbeespoort from 1912 until 
1969.  It is clearly visible on old aerial photographs that the flood plain was used as farm 
lands and the rest of the farm for cattle grazing. Most portions that form part of the Faerie 
Glen Nature Reserve today were transferred to the city after 1973.   
 

 
1939 Arial photograph 

 
In the period that followed the area was the topic of many discussions and negotiations. 
Concerned citizens plead to the former Pretoria City Council to proclaim the unused and 
unfenced area as a nature park. Concerns were not that different from today and included 
crime, development and nature conservation. Mrs Berendien Lubbe’s public publicity 
programme mentions that this area in Faerie Glen was set to become the first nature and 
game reserve within metropolitan borders in South Africa. The argument that under-grazing 
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is just as bad is over-grazing was a popular notion in motivating several nature reserves in 
and around Pretoria at the time.  
 
The Director of the former Department of Culture and Recreation of the Pretoria City 
Council presented a report to the Mayoral Committee to develop the area as a nature park.  
The public supported the notion and the report was approved. On 17 July 1984 “Faerie Glen 
Regional Park” was declared. Despite the official Regional Park status the area was referred 
to as Faerie Glen Nature Reserve in most other documents, letters and articles. 
 

 
Pretoria municipal map in 1986. The reserve does not have a name yet. 

 
In September 1985 the former Transvaal Nature Conservation Division visited the park to 
evaluate the potential for game. According to the Division’s policy 50 hectare is required per 
species and three big game species could therefore be reintroduced.  The recommendation 
was made for impala, zebra and mountain reedbuck. Steenbok and duiker was already 
present in the reserve and sufficient habitat existed to maintain a small klipspringer 
population. 
 
Development of this nature reserve was envisaged by way of a sponsorship from the private 
sector and an Article 21 company was formed. The total cost of developing the park was 
estimated at R562 828 (roughly R10 million today).  
 
Beeld, 13 Desember 1988: “Die Faerie Glen Natuurpark is besig om ná drie jaar van 
onderhandelinge ‘n werklikheid te word. ‘n Private maatskappy sonder winsbejag is vir die 
ontwikkeling van die park gestig en die eerste R 10 000 vir die projek is ontvang. Mev. 
Berendien Lubbe, voorsitter van die maatskappy se direksie, sê die projek sal sowat ‘n 
halfmiljoen rand beloop. Hulle hoop om dié bedrag binne die volgende agtien maande 
bymekaar te maak.” 
 
Pretoria News, 13 December 1988 “The new year will see zebra and a variety of buck 
grazing peacefully in Faerie Glen – and that’s no fairytale either! The city council supported 
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her plans to reintroduce indigenous plants, encourage birdlife and introduce small game, 
with both its park department and the National Zoological Gardens offering buck and zebra 
to get the reserve started.” 
 
At the Article 21 company’s 1992 annual general meeting it was tabled to dissolve the 
company as only R 20 000 in donations were received over a period of 4 years and the goal 
of half a million rand would never become a reality. The proposal was to hand over the 
funds to the city council and call it a day. Instead of handing the funds to the city council 
Anton Jansen founded the Friends of Faerie Glen Nature Reserve (FFGNR) which inherited 
the funds from the old company. 
 
There is often a misconception that the Friends of Faerie Glen Nature Reserve owns or 
manages the reserve. The reserve is in fact held in a trust for the citizens of Tshwane under 
the management of Tshwane Nature Conservation. The friends group thus has no locus 
standi in the reserve and all activities in the reserve must be approved by Tshwane Nature 
Conservation. The purpose of the friends group is to assist and support Tshwane Nature 
Conservation, but also to act critically when required, to ensure the reserves’ conservation 
and environmental integrity. 
 
In response to the needs identified for the reserve by the City of Tshwane (CoT) a project 
was initiated in 2004 for the upgrading and formalisation of Faerie Glen Nature Reserve. The 
needs identified included repairs to the western pedestrian bridge, a lecture room for 80 
people for environmental education, ablution facilities and a new outdoor café. 
 

 
2004 Strategic Environmental Assessment  
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In July 2009 posters were placed all around Faerie Glen Nature Reserve inviting all to a 
public participation process regarding the upgrading and formalisation of the reserve. 
Dedicated letters were sent out to more than 30 key stakeholders including councillors, 
churches, forums, the Department of Water Affairs, resident associations, body corporates, 
etc. A total of 600 flyers were distributed, many of them in street post boxes. Adverts were 
published in Pretoria News and Rekord-Oos.  
 

   
Posters around FGNR in 2009. 

 
By May 2010 the public participation process was completed and a basic assessment report 
for the upgrading of the Faerie Glen Nature Reserve was compiled for the CoT by an 
independent consultant.  
 
One of the 24 issues raised by interested and affected parties was conflicting comments 
regarding dogs in the reserve. The concerns raised included visitors opinions, biodiversity 
and the loss of available area to walk dogs. The Friends of Faerie Glen Nature Reserve 
supported the introduction of game and tabled a long standing proposal for the 
establishment of 3 demarcated dog zones: no dogs, dogs on leash and dogs off leash. 
 
The official response to the matter of dogs reads: “The CoT Nature Conservation Section is 
aware of the conflict regarding dogs within the nature reserve, and is in the process of 
developing an alternative park adjacent to the Faerie Glen Nature Reserve where owners 
can take their dogs. After due notifications and the introduction of game into the nature 
reserve, dogs will no longer be allowed. A separate public notification process will be 
followed.”  
 
After evaluating all the comments the independent consultant conducting the assessment 
recommended that “Once the Nature Reserve has been proclaimed and game introduced, 
the appropriate steps should be taken to close the reserve for dogs.” A dog friendly area is 
currently being prepared adjacent to the reserve behind the PnP in Atterbury Road. 
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Due process was followed and on 25 June 2014 the official declaration of the area as Faerie 
Glen Nature Reserve was published in the provincial paper. 
 
The details regarding introduction of game was not included in the basic assessment report, 
but direct discussions between GDARD Nature Conservation and CoT Nature Conservation 
determined the types of game, quantities and management thereof. Take note that an 
environmental impact study is not required for the introduction of game.  
 
Gauteng Nature Conservation evaluated Faerie Glen Nature Reserve and recommended 
stocking: 
- 10 zebra (Bulk grazers) 
- 15 red Hartebeest (Selective grazers) 
- 25 impala (Mixed feeders) 
- 3 bush pigs (Mixed feeders) 
- 5 common duiker (Browsers) 
- 5 steenbok (Browsers) 
 
The game arrived rather unexpectedly in July 2014. No more game will be introduced at this 
stage however animals from other reserves might be introduced without notice. The 
following game was relocated to the reserve: 
- 5 zebra (from Moreletakloof) 
- 9 red hartebeest (from Groenkloof) 
- 16 impala (from Moreletakloof) 
 

 
August 2014 – People, dogs and game share FGNR (Photo J Engelbrecht) 

 
One red hartebeest had to be euthanized soon after arriving and another managed to 
escape and was killed in Atterbury road.  A temporary fence was erected where the red 
hartebeest escaped through a stormwater channel under Manitoba Road. Tshwane Nature 
Conservation is working on a more permanent fence that can withstand flooding. A system 
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was also purchased that will be used to monitor the employees responsible for patrolling 
the fence. At the time of writing 2 red hartebeest and 2 impala are not accounted for. 
 
Should any animals be in danger please contact Tshwane Nature Conservation’s 24 hour 
emergency number 072 097 4772. An agreement is in place whereby the veterinarians from 
Pretoria Zoo could be called upon if needed. 
 
The introduction of game will stimulate the ecology, but it is believed that the effect on 
weeds, erosion and bush encroachment will be negligible. During the winter additional 
feeding is provided to all game under Tshwane Nature Conservation’s care to ensure that 
they maintain their conditioning. 
 
We call on everybody to be vigilant and help us to monitor the fences around the reserve 
and keep an eye open for snares. 
 
The Friends of the Faerie Glen Nature Reserve undertake to keep its members informed on 
matters concerning the reserve. 
 


