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At a time when our screens are filled with bad news, we thought good news from us would brighten 
your day and encourage you to be more involved in your local environment. 
Friends of Nylsvley are very pleased to announce that the application for environmental 
authorisation to mine for platinum on the Farm Volspruit at the north end of the Nyl floodplain near 
Mokopane has been refused by Limpopo Department of Economic Development Environment and 
Tourism (LEDET). 
The problem has not entirely gone away because a second EIA procedure is underway for a similar 
mine at Grass Valley, a neighbouring farm.  
We thank and congratulate Emile Honiball and Hilary Knight for their hard work on this project and 
all the other people involved especially Solly Kgopong CEO of LEDET and his personnel, Ernst Retief 
and BirdLife South Africa, Johannes Maree, Dr Salomon Joubert and others who all participated in 
the EIA process. 
This is the area that would have been destroyed: 
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ALOE EXCURSION 
28 May 2016 at 7:00–16:00 
Birdlife Harties invites you to join them for a day of looking at Aloes and the birds associated with 
them. 
 
Starts at DE WET ALOES next to BRITS PALE and ROLFES SILICA, 
Moves to the PEGLERAE CONSERVANCY in the DE Wildt area and  
Ends at John & Jenny's farm at around 1 pm for a bring and braai. 
Please bring your own camping chair. 
 
Non-members R 20 per person. 
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WATER 

 
 
Water is currently in focus in South Africa.   

Most of us are aware that there is a water shortage, which has been acerbated by the 
current drought.  
Many of us are aware that Rand Water provides Gauteng with water and that tap water is 
safe to drink.   
Some of us know that the streams and rivers around us are increasingly being polluted  

 by people dumping their litter into streams or streets (from where it washes into 
storm water drains)  

 by industries  
 by inadequate sewerage works releasing untreated sewerage into public streams  

A few of us are saying that somebody ought to do something about all this. 
Only a very small handful of people and organisations are actually doing something to 
address our water problems 

 WESSA Northern Areas Region and ARMOUR – Action for Responsible Management of Our Rivers  
are joining forces to hold to account the authorities responsible for managing our water systems.  
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Armour has specifically been focussing on the sewerage discharge by Jo’burg’s Northern works into 
the Jukskei River. The approach is firstly to ensure that there is management accountability, that 
action is being taken and to support officials in this; and secondly to monitor effective solutions and 
that the corrective action is appropriate and sustainable. 
Our thinking is now moving to include the Hennops and Crocodile River systems as well as the 
Hartebeespoort dam into which they all flow. We also want to create a communication system (hot 
line) where designated parties have a direct link to the relevant authority to advise of a problem as 
soon as it occurs.  
To put this into practice we need your support: 
Please contact us if you are able to offer your support to help care for your piece of the earth. 
Our ultimate reward will be the satisfaction of knowing that we can ensure clean water in our rivers 
and dams. 
 

 Photos courtesy of Lukas Van Niekerk 
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MAGALIESBERG BIOSPHERE BOARD MEETS AT LAST  

  After months of delay by the North West Provincial government, the elected members of Board of the Magaliesberg Biosphere met for the first time on 5 March 2016 at van Gaalen’s Cheese Farm in Skeerpoort. The meeting was an important watershed between establishing the Biosphere Reserve and operating it.   Members of the Magaliesberg Biosphere Initiative Group (MBIG) who had steered the Biosphere to its successful declaration by UNESCO in June last year, stood down and handed the reins of management over to the new members of the Board. After the gruelling decade of perseverance only two members of MBIG – Professor Paul Fatti and Dr Paul Bartels – had made themselves available for election to the new Board.   These are the people who will guide the Magaliesberg Biosphere to achieving the twin goals of 
sustainable economic development on the one hand and the conservation of ecosystems and culture 
on the other. All of the new members are leaders in their respective fields and their enthusiasm and 
fellowship at the meeting was infectious as they got to know one another and discussed the 
daunting task for which they had volunteered. Mercia Komen and Belinda Cooper, both stalwarts on 
the MBIG Committee, offered to assist the Board as it gets underway. I presented copies of essential 
documents such as the Management Plan and the application documentation presented to UNESCO. 
In a month’s time the Board will meet again for a strategy session to finalise their function going 
forward. 
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The Board was elected on 15 December 2015. Although the board is independent of government, 
the election process was handled by the Project Steering Committee, an arm of READ, the North 
West Department of Rural Environment, Agriculture and Development. READ had requested that the 
names of the elected board members be kept confidential until the MEC announced them in June 
but  MBIG advised the Province that the Biosphere could be delayed no longer and that the Board 
would begin its work.  
The new board members who have been elected are: Hermien van Schalkwyk  Tourism and Recreation, Commerce and Industry Thabo Lekwane Molamu  Heritage Tshepo Modise    Education and Sustainable Development Paul Fatti   Natural Resource Conservation Mirriam Modisakeng   Culture Andrew Murray   Landowners Elna van Niekerk    Benefactors Gerry Comninos   Conservancies and Municipal Planning Hein van der Walt   Marketing, Legal and Other Services Paul Bartels   Research  

 
The next meeting is scheduled for 7 May 2016 at which the Board will discuss strategies and ways of 
taking the Biosphere into the future. 
Please visit the Magaliesberg Biosphere website for more information 
www.magaliesbergbiosphere.org.za 
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NYOKA VULTURE RESTAURANT 
 

Our SMS Project (Save Magaliesberg Species) continues to remove cable and wire snares on a 
monthly and sometimes weekly basis, only possible through the assistance of our many volunteers. 
Pictured below is Dr Paul Bartels explaining to a group the ins and outs of the morning’s walk. 

 Photo courtesy of HikedSoFar 
 
We were finding over 40 snares on a day when we started the project in 2015 but are now down to 
less than 10 on most occasions, which is very encouraging. It has also allowed SMS to move into 
surrounding  areas.  
Removing snares does not stop the poaching outright but it is a very strong deterrent and sends a 
clear message to the poachers that they are not welcome in the Magaliesberg.  
Should you want to volunteer for a snare removal hike in the future, find more information on the WESSA 
Northern Areas facebook page, website, or email Dr Paul Bartels on bartpaul@gmail.com  
 



Page 8 of 8    

 
Above is a photo of our now infamous Brandy the leopard courtesy of North West Parks. This comes 
from a camera trap on 18 January 2016 in case you missed it on our Facebook page. 
Most people cannot believe that there are leopards on the Magaliesberg but here is proof that 
Brandy has had a second litter of cubs since her rescue in 2014. We continue to monitor her 
progress through the satellite collar she wears.  
Her story will be featured in an upcoming episode of 50/50 on SABC 2 as well as more on our SMS 
Project.  
 
 
 If you have some news that you would like to share with us or the 

other WESSA members, please contact us. 
We always appreciate the feedback that our members send and 
welcome anyone who would like to become more involved. 
You can contact us on email: infonorth@wessaregion.co.za  


