
Friends of Faerie Glen Nature Reserve 

Stakeholder Meeting Minutes 

Opening 

The first Faerie Glen Nature Reserve Safety and Security meeting was called to order at 
18h30 on 16 August 2017 at NG Church Faerie Glen, 429 Glenwood Avenue. 

Present 

Al Riedy 

Alaine Mouton 

Albert Etsebeth 

Anthony Erasmus 

Arrie Botha 

Barbara Van Niekerk 

Brendon Govender 

Carin Etsebeth 

Chris De Kock 

Chrsitiaan Ehlers 

Cilna De Kock 

Clem Swanepoel 

Cor Kraamwinkel 

Dana Bloem 

David Fourie 

Debi Henderson 

Deon Barnard 

Derrick Kissoonduth 

Driana Zandberg 

Eduard Beneke 

Egmont Rohwer 

Ernst Botha 

Ernst Volschenk 

Freek Steyn 

Gareth Pahl 

Gerda Ehlers 

Germaine J van 
Rensburg 

Hannes Lotter 

Herman Grove 

Ina le Roux 

Ivan Theunissen 

Jenny Malan 

Jacob Lebombo (TMPD 
- Reg 6) 

Jacques Van Niekerk 

Jenny Bester 

Johan 

Johan Pietersen 

Johannes Grove 

Johnston Borohon 

Leloko Pulins 

Louise Kritzinger 

Louis Hanekom 

MJ Terre Blanche 

Marelize Kraamwinkel 

Marelize Stiglingh 

Marina Klopper 

Marina Spies 

Matthew Wright 

Mel Louw 

Mercy Mogoane 



Merle U Van de Venter 

Mostert Kriek 

O Koetje 

Paul Raletjena 

Peter Stoffberg 

Peter Teurlings 

Pieter van Heerden 

Queenie Steyn 

R A Macklin 

Rabie H.J. 

Ralph Enslin 

Rolien Els 

Ros White 

Ruth Schmidt 

Rynier Shields 

Sean van Rooyen 

Sieglinde Bauermeister 

Sonal Valla 

Thinus Prinsloo 

Ulrich Ruch 

Willie v Rooyen 

Wimpie Dempsey

 

Address by ward 44 Councillor Ernst Botha 

Councillor Ernst Botha welcomed attendees and highlighted the ongoing crime in the 
area. 

A memorandum prepared by the Environment and Agriculture Management Department 
was handed over and accepted by Ruth Schmidt and Louise Kritzinger on behalf of the 
Friends of Faerie Glen Nature Reserve (henceforth FFGNR). 

The memorandum mentioned above is included in Appendix A. 

In response to a question regarding patrolling the FGNR at night, Chief of the Metro 
Police Jenny Malan indicated that vehicular night patrols could be considered, but it was 
emphasised by Ruth Schmidt that the terrain of the greater part of the reserve was 
inaccessible to vehicles. 

Ward 44 Councillor Ernst Botha had to leave the meeting after his address, for which he 
apologised, and indicated there were other attendees present to answer any questions. 

History of FGNR by Louise Kritzinger (Chairperson of The Friends of The Faerie 
Glen Nature Reserve) 

Louise Kritzinger gave a brief history of the Faerie Glen Nature Reserve (henceforth 
FGNR). 

This presentation is included in Appendix B. 



History of crime in FGNR by Louise Kritzinger 

Louise Kritzinger gave a brief history of crime in the FGNR which included highlighting 
the fact that the Manitoba Street bridge remains an easy access point into the reserve, and 
that the current palisade fencing is an ineffective measure for preventing access to the 
reserve. 

This presentation forms part of Appendix B. 

Address by Captain Steenkamp 

Captain Steenkamp replaced Colonel Solomons (SAPS Garstfontein Police Station) for 
this address. 

Captain Steenkamp indicated that a low flyover and drone photos did not reveal any 
permanently erected structures in the reserve. 

Captain Steenkamp indicated that the mountainside is utilized as an escape route once 
crimes have been committed along the borders of the FGNR. 

Captain Steenkamp indicated that there was an escalation of crime in Lynnwood Road. 

Horseback patrols were briefly discussed at this point with comments mentioning that the 
horses should be used as a tool for a speed and height advantage. 

The use of drones was discussed; specifically the use of drones with night vision 
capability. Captain Steenkamp indicated that the police do not issue drones. 

Cable theft, specifically at the substation bordering the reserve was commented on. 

Address by Commander Lebombo 

Commander Lebombo replaced Superintendent MM Scott for this address. 

Commander Lebombo indicated that crime statistics can be made available at a cluster 
CPF level. 

Commander Lebomobo outlined the structures in the police with the use of a 
presentation, and emphasized that the specialised police units are centralised and 
coordinated from town. 

Commander Lebombo outlined two main units: 

• Regional, which is responsible for by-law enforcement, and 



• Specialised, such as the equestrian, K-9 and Task teams (cable theft/substance 
abuse etc.) 

Fence Issues by Ruth Schmidt (Member of FFGNR) 

Ruth Schmidt indicated that clarity is needed with regards to the upgrade of the palisade 
fencing mentioned in the memorandum handed over earlier during the meeting (see 
Appendix A), and that accountability will be required for the work to be done. She 
suggested that fundraising for any fence upgrades can be put on hold until the work stated 
in the memorandum has run its course. 

It was indicated that the current palisade fence is rusting and sagging in various areas, 
and that broken pieces of fence are being repaired, only to be broken again in due course. 

Two options for upgrading the fence were mentioned, namely; razor wire and 
replacement of the fence with ClearVu (or similar) fencing. Quotes razor wire ranged 
from R100 000 to R280 000, and quotes for ClearVu fencing ranged from R1 300 000 to 
R1 900 000. 

See Appendix B. 

Solutions (Suggested by Ruth Schmidt) 

Ruth Schmidt suggested the following solutions: 

• Patrols at night, especially along the eastern border and up/down stream of the 
greenbelt. 

• Fencing and booming of the parking area for the FGNR. It was mentioned that 
this parking area may be moved to an area along Glenwood road in the future. 

• A WhatsApp or email group to act as a forum for issues of Safety and Security in 
and around the FGNR. 

A representative from Macado Technologies described a solution involving a wireless, 
battery powered video alarm system. This system will send a 10 second video clip to 
responsible parties when movement is detected. The system could be installed under the 
Manitoba Street bridge in a high enough location so as to not be affected by storm water. 
A meeting with stakeholders to be held at a later date to discuss this further was agreed 
upon.



A show of hands from all present stakeholders was requested by Ruth Schmidt for the 
system, with the outcome as follows: 

• In favour: 41 
• Not in favour: 0 

It was agreed that regular patrols and operations within the FGNR along with early 
warning systems will be more effective than fortification of the fence. 

See Appendix B. 

Address by Thinus Prinsloo (City Of Tshwane) 

Thinus Prinsloo stressed that Nature Conservation cannot handle security aspects of the 
reserve, and that fortification cannot ensure security. 

Thinus Prinsloo indicated the following: 

• All nature areas from Mamelodi up to Rietvlei Dam (region 6) have been 
allocated R181 000 for security measures for this year. 

• Nature Conservation has initially focused on the area from the substation in 
Manitoba Street up to the Valley Mews complex for brush clearance and razor 
wire installation, with the fence along January Masilela also to receive attention. 

• The area along Glenwood Road will be cleared of brush. 
• Flat wrap razor wire will cover the top and bottom of the palisade fence. 
• A total of R25 000, which includes a R10 000 donation from the FFGNR will be 

used to paint the palisade fence. 

Nature Conservation has already started with brush clearance next to Manitoba road, and 
have also started to paint the fence in Glenwood road. 

Address by Derek Kissoonduth (Tshwane MMC for Community Safety) 

Derek Kissoonduth mentioned that he is very happy with the outcome of the meeting, and 
that the work mentioned in the memorandum (see appendix A) will be rolled out and 
completed so quickly. 

Derek Kissoonduth suggested that a meeting be set up with Mike Mkhari (MMC for 
Agriculture and Environment) to discuss the shifting of funds to security priorities.



Adjournment 

Meeting was adjourned at 21h00 by Louise Kritzinger with thanks to all attendees and 
special thanks to Ruth Schmidt. 

 

Minutes submitted by: Ralph Enslin 

Approved by: Louise Kritzinger
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